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EDITORIAL

The French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu and the German novelist Glinter Grass are two world
famous and highly respected authors who have recently contributed to the debate about civilising
capitalism in an age of global economy. Both have urged trade unions to devise new forms of
organisation and action that will facilitate the cross-border cooperation required to counter the
free play of neo-liberal economic expansion. At the end of 1999 the massive demonstrations called
by NGOs and trade unions, which attended the failure of the millennium round of WTO talks, cap-
tured worldwide attention.

The foregoing are no more than two snapshots of the battle currently being waged to combat the
effects of unrestrained global capital, but they are part of what is described by at least one con-
tributor to this issue, Mona-Josée Gagnon, in terms of a rapidly growing movement. This 1/2000
issue of TRANSFER - with which, as our journal enters its 6‘&dquo; year, we also inaugurate our new
more reader friendly format - is intended to supply additional fuel for this debate concerning our
global future.

The introductory contribution sets out to demonstrate that global trade union cooperation can
succeed only if tendencies towards protectionism and dumping are eliminated. At European level
trade union cooperation is faced with tackling the challenges posed by a structural change that
amounts to an industrial revolution. In the second main article, Rebecca Gumbrell-McCormick
surveys the development and current situation of the international trade union movement, stress-
ing the need for a reorganisation of the structures that embody the international trade union
movement. In the next contribution focusing on NAFTA, Mona-Josée Gagnon reports that the out-
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come of trade liberalisation for the employment situation has not proved as bad as feared, while
cross-border cooperation among trade unions has substantially improved. She argues that NAFTA
will expand to cover the whole of Latin America and believes that now - unlike at the time when
the NAFTA plans were set in motion - the trade unions have a sufficiently developed inter-
American partnership to ensure that social aspects will in future be included on the agenda from
the outset. Jon Erik Dolvik, describing the development of the European Trade Union

Confederation (ETUC), argues that many lessons have been learned, the end result of which is
that the ETUC and its industry federations have succeeded in establishing a virtual monopoly on
trade union representation. Finally, the powerful attraction exerted by EU Europe is again much
in evidence in the article by Ari Skulason and Markku Jååskelainen who report that the activities
of the Nordic trade unions are now concentrated on influencing social developments within an
integrated Europe.

We have been at great pains to provide broad evidence of cooperation in practice. In a special sec-
tion devoted to sectoral trade union cooperation, the four contributions describe cross-border
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trade union cooperation in the European metalworking and construction industries and the
finance and transport sectors respectively. This section is followed by another in which a series of
brief articles describe extremely wide-ranging instances of cooperation via joint projects.

With a little insight and imagination, two countervailing trends can be discerned: while the inter-
national and European trade union organisations are attempting to build up international social
cooperation from above, the project-linked developments represent a form of trade union cooper-
ation from below. If the trade unions can succeed, against all the odds, in further strengthening
this two-way trend, then they will be in harmony with the movement of history. The British histo-
rian Eric Hobsbawm, in his history of the 20‘h century Age of Extremes, sums up the present his-
torical moment by pointing out that nation states and national economies are now mere subordi-
nate components of transnational activities and argues that it is up to the political institutions and
social interest groups to redirect the globalisation of the economy along new paths in civil socie-
ty by linking up with motivations that do not partake of the logic of the free market. This is cer-
tainly a tall order for the trade unions, but it is one which they can seek to meet by cultivating
their international cooperation with a view to increasing its yield and developing new opportuni-
ties.
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